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Students donate 
blood at PAHS blood 
drive
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and volleyball games. 
They were also able to 
have a chance to write 
letters to children staying 
at the Penn State Her-
shey Medical Hospital to 
send them kind words of 
encouragement. 
 The winning volleyball 
team consisted of juniors 
Jordan Abdo, Justin 
Abdo, Kyra Schenk and 
Eric Wapinsky and se-
niors Anthony Angelichio 
and Sadie Cresswell.
  “It’s fun to be in the 
Mini-THON volleyball 
tournament with my 
friends. We get to play 
against the rest of our 
friends, and I like being 
able to play without 
stress,” Schenk said. 
“We won the tournament 
two years in a row.”
 Even if a student did 

not compete in any of 
the games, he still had 
numerous opportunities 
to have an exciting day. 
DJ Dave Smith played 
music for students to 
dance and sing along to. 
Face painting sessions 
and refreshments were 
also available for pur-
chase, as well as a photo 
booth for students to take 
pictures in.
 “My favorite activity 
at Mini-THON was the 
volleyball tournament,” 
senior Elizabeth Walters 
said. “This year’s Mini-
THON was better [than 
the first] because we 
were able to raise more 
money.” 
 Members of Key Club 
sold Mini-THON quar-
ter zips and T-shirts. 
Students were asked to 

wear this clothing to Mini-
THON as a sort of spirit 
wear. Some members 
canned to collect money 
at sporting events. 
 At the end of the 
night, the total amount 
of money donated was 
$4,712.42. They raised 
$803.57 more this year 
than was raised at the 
first Mini-THON. All of 
the proceeds will now 
be donated to the Four 
Diamonds Fund at PSU 
Hershey Medical Center. 
 “Mr. Rhoads, Mr. 
O’Brien and I are 
contemplating changes 
to entice more student 
participation. We will 
know more as to what we 
are changing after our 
upcoming Mini-THON 
meetings,” Mr. Halenar 
said. 

Art presentation 
is held for middle 
school students

JSC Elementary 
celebrates Dr. Seuss’s 
birthday

Drama Club 
performs Shrek the 
Musical

 “It all began when I 
attended a public meeting 
about the remains of 
the 1918 flu victims 
which were found in the 
Schuylkill Haven Area,” 
senior Quinn Cromyak 
said.
 Cromyak was approved 
as a Deputy Coroner April 
20. He started training in 
September 2015. 
 “I introduced myself to 
Dr. David J. Moylan III, 
M.D., and told him I was 
interested in the work of 
the coroner,” Cromyak 
said. “He then introduced 
me to two of his top 
deputies, who gave me 
their business cards.” 
 The office of the 
coroner is committed 
to serving the public in 
all needs that fall under  
its jurisdiction, such as 
investigating deaths 
deemed suspicious and 
unnatural, and extensive 
investigation of death 
scenes.
 “I was given the 
opportunity to train with 
the coroner’s office 
to become a Deputy 
Coroner later that week, 
as the doctor saw I 
had great potential,” 
Cromyak said. “I was 
also instrumental in 
Dr. Moylan’s reelection 
campaign.”
 In addition, 
Cromyak will be doing 
a presentation to 
underclassmen May 19, 
during Keystone testing 
week, along with a fellow 
deputy.

By: Emma Walinsky
PAHS Sophomore

PREPARE— Senior Shaniya Walker paints senior Elizabeth Walters’ face at the second an-
nual Mini-THON. This year’s Mini-THON raised almost five thousand dollars. “Mini-THON is 
important to me because it creates a peace of mind for the children’s families knowing costs 
are being covered. We sold quarter zips and T-shirts to raise extra money,” Walters said.

Senior earns Deputy 
Coroner position

By: Tayah Moore
PAHS Junior

FTK, meaning “For the 
Kids,” is the famous 

slogan behind Penn 
State University’s THON 
program. 
 THON, established in 
1973, is a student-run 
event that raises money 
for children and families 
that have been impacted 
by pediatric cancer. 
 For the past two years, 
PAHS has organized a 
Mini-THON that raises 
money for the Four 
Diamonds Fund, the or-
ganization that supplies 
families with financial aid 
and support. 
 The members and 
advisers of the commu-
nity service clubs and 
Mini-THON committee 
organize the annual 
event. It was held Febru-
ary 27 from 2-10 p.m. in 
both of the high school’s 
gyms.
 Mr. Nathan Halenar, 
English teacher and Key 
Club adviser, Mr. Ben 
O’Brien, science teacher 
and Key Club co-adviser 
and Mr. William Rhoads, 
math teacher and Stu-
dent Council adviser, had 
their hands in making 
Mini-THON an annual 
event. 
 “I think things went 
well although we missed 
the band for attendance 
purposes,” Mr. Halenar 
said. “To be able to raise 
almost $5,000 to donate 
to such a worthy cause 
is a commendable event 
for all involved.”
 The students com-
peted in various activities 
such as a beanbag toss 

Photo By Becky Staller
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Geisinger hosts successful blood drive at PAHS
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Every two seconds, 
someone in the 

United States is in need 
of blood. About 41,000 
blood donations are 
needed every day. A 
normal blood donation 
consists of one pint of 
blood per donor.
 Pottsville Area High 
School hosted a blood 
drive, run by Geisinger 
Blood Center, December 
21 for eligible students 
and faculty. Eligibility 
included being physically 
healthy in general, feel-
ing well on the donation 
day, being at least 17 
years old (or 16 with a 
parent’s signed consent) 
and weighing at least 110 
pounds. 
 This year’s blood drive 
was larger and more 
successful than any of 
the blood drives in the 
school’s past. There were 

more potential donors 
this year than ever 
before. A potential donor 
is a person who signs up 
with the intent to donate, 
but gets eliminated due 
to ineligibility. Potential 
donors can be eliminated 
if they are sick, anemic 
or have elevated blood 
pressure. 
 Out of 81 potential 
donors, there were 59 
usable donations given 
at the blood drive, which 
was the most that the 
school has ever donated. 
 “This was very suc-
cessful because we 
had more potential 
donors sign up than ever 
before,” Mrs. Angela 
Holobetz, school nurse, 
said. “Of the 81 potential 
donors, 59 were suc-
cessful donations, which 
is the most that we’ve 
had in the years that 
we’ve run blood drives.”
 The students who 
donated blood first went 
through a screening, fol-

lowed by a mini-physical 
and a review of their 
medical history. After that 
process, the students 
gave the blood and fi-
nally received snacks and 
drinks as a refreshment. 
The entire process took 
from 45 minutes to an 
hour and a half for most 
students. 
 There were many posi-
tive reactions from the 
student donors about the 
entire blood drive.
 “To do anything that 
can help someone else, 
whether learning CPR 
or donating a kidney, is 
the best way to do your 
part to make the world a 
better place. Luckily for 
us, we had a chance to 
better it in our very own 
school,” junior Rachel 
Rubright said. “Know-
ing that this little bit you 
can give to change a 
life puts the whole world 
into perspective. Even 
if your blood type is like 
mine, only able for select 

population to use (AB+), 
knowing that of those few, 
it will still go to someone, 
makes that little twinge of 
a needle not only worth it, 

but exciting. There is no 
better feeling than being 
able to change the world, 
even with just one drop of 
blood.”

DONATE — Senior Taylor Young donates blood at the PAHS 
blood drive held December 21 in the boys’ gym. “My decision 
to donate blood was based on the fact that I’ve never done it 
before and I wanted to try something new. Another plus was 
that my blood would help numerous others in recovery from 
traumatic events,” Young said. “My experience was not the 
best, though I am glad that I decided to donate. The process 
isn’t long at all and doesn’t hurt either. I definitely plan to 
donate in the future, but I will make sure that I take it easy 
directly after donating.”

According to www.
carolinapeds.com, a 

professional pediatrics 
facility, social skills are 
important skills that can 
help children succeed 
in all aspects of their 
lives. Social skills allow 
us to bond with others 
as well as make positive 
contributions to people in 
our environments.
 As a way to introduce 
a new realm of com-
munication and social 
skills to the Life Skills and 
Autistic Support students 
at D.H.H. Lengel Middle 
School, a new coffee 
delivery service for teach-
ers and staff was recently 
implemented in Febru-
ary. The service, named 
“Crimson Coffee,” allows 
the Life Skills and Autistic 
Support students to learn 
academic and daily liv-
ing skills in a functional 
and hands-on way. The 

students practice with 
organizational skills, 
money management and 
reading and writing skills. 
 “Crimson Coffee 
provides [the students] 
with the opportunity to 
learn and practice good 
hygiene, communication 
and social skills,” Mrs. 
Jennifer Steiff, Life Skills 
support teacher, said. 
“The main goal of Crim-
son Coffee is to train the 
students with valuable 
skills that will prepare 
them for the workforce in 
the future.”
 Crimson Coffee is a 
way for the students 
to deliver regular and 
decaf coffee, hot tea, hot 
chocolate and treats to 
teachers and staff one 
day a week. Treats in 
the past have included 
fresh fruit cups, trail mix, 
cinnamon rolls and dirt 
pudding. 
 A few days prior to 
scheduled delivery, the 
students deliver order 

forms to teachers and 
staff throughout the 
building. They write each 
teacher’s name and 
classroom number onto 
labels that are placed on 
cups and treat containers. 
The students then orga-
nize the cups onto carts 
and fill the cups based on 
the order forms.
 All items sold by 
Crimson Coffee are $1, 
with payment due upon 
delivery. All proceeds of 
Crimson Coffee are being 
used to buy items for 
future coffee carts. Any 
money left over from this 
year will be put towards 
purchasing new coffee 
pots as well as a field trip 
next school year chosen 
by the students. 
 “Crimson Coffee has 
been very successful so 
far,” Mrs. Steiff said. “It 
brings a lot of joy to the 
students and teachers. It 
exposes the students to 
more of a school commu-
nity as a whole. Since our 

students are usually only 
integrated for specials 
(music, art, gym class), 
they are only exposed to 
a few teachers throughout 

the day. Crimson Coffee 
has provided them with 
the opportunity to meet 
all of the staff within the 
building.”

Lengel Life Skills students introduce “Crimson Coffee”

PAHS Sophomore

By: Max Kelly

By: Paige Fellows
PAHS Senior

Photo courteSy of MrS. Jennifer Steiff

SERVE — Seventh grader Donovan Alderman serves coffee 
to Mrs. Michelle Boran, English and literature teacher, as a 
part of the new Crimson Coffee delivery service at D.H.H. 
Lengel Middle School. Each week, nine students are selected 
in a rotation with three students assigned to each cart. The 
students take the orders of teachers and staff and then deliver 
their beverages and treats later in the week. “Crimson Coffee 
makes my day,” Mrs. Boran said. “I love to see the pride on 
students’ faces as they deliver my coffee and snack.
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Dr. Jeffrey S. Zwiebel

Another school year is quickly 
coming to a close and now is the 
time that students and their fami-
lies begin planning activities for 
the summer break. We are blessed 
here in Schuylkill County to have a 
number of different places to visit to 
keep the vacation months fun. Our 
proximity to cities such as Philadel-
phia, New York and Washington D. C. 

also opens up many other options.

I know our students say, “There isn’t anything to do around 
here!” That couldn’t be further from the truth. All one has to do 
is go to the Schuylkill County Visitors Bureau web site (www.
schuylkill.org) and a plethora of activities can be found. 

For those interested in art, places to visit include the Arts 
Barn and Walk In Art Center in Schuylkill Haven and Mud and 
Maker in downtown Pottsville. For history buffs, the Schuylkill 
County Historical Society in Pottsville has all kinds of historical 
artifacts and displays from all over the county. For car enthusi-
asts, there is Jerry’s Classic Cars and Collectibles Museum in 
Pottsville, which plays an integral part of the annual car cruise 
in town in August each year. 

Dear Members of the Community,

Jeffrey S. Zwiebel, Ed.D.
Superintendent

Sincerely,

For sports fans, we have the Barefield Complex, which offers 
basketball leagues during the summer and numerous other 
picnic and sports opportunities right in Pottsville. Students can 
play a round of golf at Hidden Valley Golf Course, our high school 
golf team’s home course, or bowl a few games at Strike Zone 
Alley. We are also close in proximity to check out minor league 
baseball games in Reading, Allentown or Scranton. 

Sweet Arrow Lake in Pine Grove has become a popular attraction 
over the last several years. A stroll in the park or some fishing is 
always a great way to spend a summer day. Of course, let’s not 
forget the many trips to Rita’s Italian Ice or to Heisler’s.

But, most importantly, enjoy family time this summer. Read to-
gether, play games, just talk. You, and your children, will benefit 
tremendously. Have a happy, safe and fun-filled summer.

Photo By Max kelly

PAINT — Mr. Lewis Achenbach creates an acrylic painting 
while listening to music provided by the Paul Miller Jazz En-
semble. Achenbach taught the students the art of improvising 
through music and painting. “It was an exciting experience 
to watch [Achenbach] do really cool paintings along with the 
music,” fifth grader Zachary Ott said. “It taught me to use my 
imagination and be as creative as possible.”

and ideas come to me 
while I am performing,” 
Mr. Achenbach said.
 The ensemble played 
music while Mr. Achen-
bach painted to the 
beat of the music and 
sensed the frequency 
of the room. The group 
performed for about an 
hour while Mr. Achenbach 
painted and spoke to 
the students about the 
methods he uses to paint. 
He “feels” the intensity of 
the music, which causes 
him to visualize what 
should be painted on his 
canvases.
 Mr. Achenbach wanted 
students to learn how to 
use their imaginations 
and boost their improvi-
sation skills in random 
situations. Whatever he 
put on the canvas is what 
popped into his mind 
while he listened to the 
music. The jazz ensem-
ble also showed students 
how they are able to 

improvise off of the beat 
of each other. 
 “The emotion that jazz 
gives me is so amazing. It 
allows me to think about 
both concrete and ab-
stract ideas,” Mr. Achen-
bach said. “The feelings 
that come along with jazz 
are very diverse; some-
times I can feel happy, 
other times it could have 
a sad feeling.”
 At the end of the pre-
sentation, Mr. Achenbach 
accepted questions from 
the eager audience. He 
told students about how 
he got interested in art, 
where his inspiration 
comes from and various 
projects he previously 
created. 
 The presentation was 
part of the outreach 
program led by the Walk 
In Art Center of Schuylkill 
Haven. Its main goal is to 
bring art and art appre-
ciation back to Schuylkill 
County. The group then 

performed at the Walk 
In Art Center March 4 
to kickoff a new gallery 
exhibit. 
 “The music was awe-
some to listen to. My 

favorite instrument that we 
heard was the string bass,” 
fifth grader Nick Horvath 
said. “I would love to listen 
to the ensemble’s music 
again.”

Fifth graders 
throughout the 

county were treated to 
an afternoon of music 
and painting March 3. 
Mr. Lewis Achenbach, a 
1989 Pottsville Area High 
School graduate, joined 
forces with the Paul 
Miller Jazz Ensemble to 
teach students methods 
of improvising. The 
event was sponsored 
by Krasno, Krasno & 
Onwudinjo Law Firm.
 Mr. Achenbach cre-
ates acrylic paintings at 
venues in Chicago and 
its surrounding suburbs, 
while the Paul Miller Jazz 
Ensemble performs in 
the Philadelphia and New 
York City area.
 “I started painting to 
jazz four years ago. 
There is a lot of practice 
involved with doing this, 
but a lot of my inspiration 

Art meets music at middle school presentation
By: Emma Walinsky

PAHS Sophomore
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Student musicians express talents at festivals

Musicians from 
PAHS show 

their abilities through 
exhibiting their musi-
cal talent in various 
school concerts. This 
year, some musicians 
even went as far as 
states.
 The beginning of 
the band festivals 
started with county 
band tryouts. County 
band auditions were 
held at PAHS Novem-
ber 19. High school 
musicians throughout 
Schuylkill County 
came together to 
compete for a spot in 
the band.
 “My favorite part 
of county band was 
meeting people from 
different schools. It 
was nice to play with 
a different conduc-
tor,” freshman John 
Hannaway said. “The 
experience was 
great because it also 
exposed me to more 
music. I tried out [for 
county band] because 

I wanted to push my 
musicality to the max. 
I also wanted to show 
myself I [could] do it.”
Fourteen musicians 
from Pottsville made 
county band this year, 
including freshmen 
Hannaway, Donna 
Lonergan, Autumn Mc-
Donough and Grace 
Muench; sophomores 
Thomas Honicker and 
Kaitlyn Pekarik; juniors 
Emma Stinnett and 
Colin Williams; and 
seniors Taylor Brigade, 
Michael DeColli, Cody 
Gemmell, Amanda 
Meyers, Christopher 
Pekarik and Ashley 
Pogash.
 “I tried out for 
county band to further 
my music abilities 
and to have a shot at 
moving on to districts,” 
Kaitlyn Pekarik said. 
“My favorite part is 
the snack breaks they 
give us so I can talk to 
[other musicians] from 
other schools. I would 
definitely do it again; it 
was a fun experience.”
 County band had 
two and a half days 

to rehearse for their 
concert consisting of 
six pieces. The festi-
val was held in March 
3-5 in Marian Catho-
lic’s auditorium.
 To further pursue 
their talent, some 
students auditioned 
for district orchestra, 
district band and 
region band. 
 “I’ve always had an 
interest in music, and 
district band allowed 
me to take that one 
step further. It was a 
fun experience that 
allowed me to play 
with highly skilled 
musicians,” Honicker 
said.
 The next step for 
some musicians 
following county 
band auditions was 
to prepare for dis-
trict band auditions 
held December 5 at 
Parkland Area High 
School. 
 Through prepara-
tion and practices, 
the musicians who 
made the district 
ensembles rehearsed 
before the upcoming 
festivals. 
 Gemmell was the 
only student from 
Pottsville to perform 
in district orchestra 
concert January 16.
Following county 
band and district 
orchestra came 
region band. Region 
band was held March 
10-12. Williams, play-
ing the saxophone, 
participated in region 
band.
 The last honors 
band concert was 
the PMEA District 10 
Band concert. This 
festival took place 
over four days. Hon-
icker and Williams 
were the only stu-
dents to participate 
in the district band 
concert this year. The 
festival lasted from 

March 30 - April 2. 
 “County chorus is 
one of my favorite 
festivals to par-
ticipate in. It’s almost 
like a high school 
tradition for me. I’ve 
done it since fresh-
man year, and I’ve 
thoroughly enjoyed 
it every year,” senior 
Sara Leibel said. “My 
favorite part was be-
ing about to talk to all 
my friends from other 
schools and learning 
new things from the 
directors.”
 Throughout all 
of the band festivi-
ties, members of the 
PAHS choir also had 
the opportunity to 
audition for a county 
festival. Auditions for 
the Schuylkill County 
Chorus were held at 
PAHS October 13. 
The audition music 
rotates every year, 
and this year, stu-
dents auditioning 
sang “Hosanna to 
the Son of David.”
 “I always enjoy 
hosting the county 

By: Gillian Revenis
PAHS Sophomore

PRACTICE — Freshman Grace Muench rehearses her 
alto saxophone for the county band concert. Fourteen 
students from PAHS participated in this year’s concert, 
along with students from other schools. After months of 
practice, members from PAHS played for audiences in 
Marian Catholic’s auditorium. The county band concert 
consisted of six pieces. 

chorus festival. The 
concert was great, all 
of the students seemed 
to enjoy working with D. 
Steven Thomas, a pro-
fessor from Wilkes Uni-
versity. It’s always nice 
when the participants 
like the guest conduc-
tor,” Mrs. Kim Rismiller 
said. “There is quite 
a bit of work to host a 
festival. Everything from 
finding a guest conduc-
tor, registration paper-
work, foods, drinks and 
logistics of rehearsals 
need to be completed. 
It’s all worth it in the end 
when the students pres-
ent a concert after only 
a few rehearsals.”
 The county chorus 
concert is held at a dif-
ferent high school in the 
county every year, and 
this year, it was held at 
PAHS. Leading up to the 
concert, the county cho-
rus prepared through 
many long practices and 
rehearsed throughout 
the day of the concert. 
The Schuylkill County 
Chorus concert was 
held March 20 at 2 p.m. 

INTERACT — PAHS students Lauren Hunter, Sara Leibel, 
Jillian Mullin, Julia Rismiller and other members of the 
choir sing on the stage of the auditorium. The annual 
county choir concert was held at PAHS March 20 at 2 
p.m. The county chorus was one of many annual musical 
festivals that PAHS instrumentalists and vocalists were 
involved with this year.

Photo by becky Staller

Photo by becky Staller
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D.H.H. Lengel students participate in competitions 

John S. Clarke celebrates 100th day of school

CELEBRATE — Mrs. Melissa Joyce, kindergarten teacher, had 
a large cut-out 100 sign outside of her classroom for students 
to climb through when they entered the building. It was used 
to represent the 100 days of school already passed.

during the winter, we 
have the 100th day. It is 
a celebration of review-
ing everything that we’ve 
learned so far without 
students really realizing 
it,” Mrs. Erin Anderson, 
third grade teacher, said.
 The theme of the day 
was entitled “100 Days 
Smarter.” To mark the 
100th day of school, 
students made crafts, 
counted to 100 and 
learned the multiples of 
ten. The main point of 
the 100th day of school 
is to motivate students to 
get through the 80 days 
remaining in the school 
year. 
 “This day marks a big 
celebration in the life of 
an elementary school 
student. It gives them 
incentive to make it 
through the year and it 
gives them something 
to look forward to,” 
Ms. Natasha Bubnis, 
kindergarten teacher, 
said. “We celebrate our 
accomplishments so far 

and look forward to the 
next school year.”
 Many classrooms were 
completely covered with 
the number 100. 
 “I liked doing a lot of 
fun stuff on the 100th 
day,” first grader Skyler 
Adams said. “We made 
ice cream cones with 100 
sprinkles, read stories 
and wore cool glasses.”
 In Mrs. Erin Blozusky’s 
first grade classroom, 
students were “Popping 
with Pride” on this day. 
Students kept money 
earned for good behav-
ior in a popcorn bag 
that went along with 
their theme. The main 
objective was to teach 
students how to count 
by tens. They then used 
their money to buy prizes 
from the classroom store. 
Students in first grade 
were also treated to a 
presentation from the 
Hillside SPCA Febru-
ary 10. They voluntarily 
collected 100 supplies 
per first grade class to 

donate to the SPCA. 
These supplies included 
blankets, food and beds 
for the animals. It was 
sponsored by the PBIS 
program in the school 
district.
 Due to the large popu-
lation of cats and dogs 
at the SPCA, Mrs. Janie 
Choplick, SPCA repre-
sentative, encouraged 
students to volunteer 

and adopt animals. She 
also taught students the 
correct way to care for 
animals and keep them 
happy and healthy.  
 “This presentation 
gives the kids a sense 
of generosity and kind-
ness. It shows them that 
they can really help out 
the community,” Mrs. 
Kristyn Blum, first grade 
teacher, said.

By: Emma Walinsky

As students grow 
up, the 100th day 

of school, February 4 
this year, becomes just 
another day of sitting 
in class. But for the 
younger students at-
tending John S. Clarke 
elementary school, 
celebrating this day 
is a very big deal. It 
is the day that many 
students look forward 
to as much as Fun 
Day, an event held at 
the end of the year for 
students with superior 
behavior. 
 Since there were 
minimal cancellations 
this school year, the 
100th day came rela-
tively early compared 
to last school year. 
Most teachers agreed 
that students seemed 
to look forward to this 
day more than ever.
 “When there is 
nothing to celebrate 

Photo by Max kelly

PAHS Sophomore

March 9, two teams 
of students from 

D.H.H. Lengel went to 
the Schuylkill IU 29 to 
compete in a regional 
K’Nex tournament held in 
both 4-5th grade and 6-8th 
grade categories, with a 
team for both represent-
ing Pottsville. There, the 
students had to compete 
in a series of events in-
cluding holding up a book 
with constructed K’Nex 
toys, as well as smaller 
sub-categories. Through-
out the day, judges would 
examine the structures.
 The two teams sent 
consisted of Jasmyn 
Guldin, Gwen Biddle, 
Tayla Jones and Bri-
ana Crawley for the 
4-5th grade competition, 
and Justin Lescavage, 
Jayden Veronsky, Abby 
Bishop and Jason Fair-
maintt for the 6-8th grade 

competition. Both teams 
received some awards, 
with the former winning 
second place in their 
category and the latter 
winning the “Most Cre-
ative Design” award. 
 Under the instruction 
of Mr. Leslie Payne, 
technology teacher, and 
Mr. Jonathan Hughes, 
computer teacher, the 
students practiced for 
about a month after 
school leading up to the 
competition. It is current-
ly unknown whether the 
school will be competing 
next year, but it is likely.
 Both teachers are also 
involved in the Com-
puter Fair, which had its 
regional competition April 
1. Continuing a school 
tradition, multiple teams 
of students participated 
in the competition. 
 Of the 10 teams that 
entered, five teams were 
able to secure first place. 
These teams consisted 

of Logan Seddon, Noah 
Fredericks and Jude 
Brennan in logo design; 
Bryan Daniels and 
Olivia Tokonitz in graphic 
design; Kevin DiCello, 
Nashon Key and Kevin 
Schenk in web page 
design; Gavin Chen, Eli 
Brennan and Adam Kelly 
in animation; and Jacob 
Sobel and Nick Mason in 
programming. The other 
teams involved won 
either second or third 
place, bringing home 
many trophies.
 “Our students worked 
very hard on their com-
puter fair projects this 
year,” Mr. Hughes said. 
“They began working 
back in September, and 
they kept fine-tuning their 
work until the competi-
tion. Their dedication 
paid off. As their ad-
viser, I was very proud 
of the success of each 
and every one of these 
students.”

 The state competi-
tion that the first place 
winners will go to will 
take place May 25. Until 
then, the winning teams 

will continue to improve 
their projects to com-
pete with other winners 
from around Pennsyl-
vania. 

By: Jackson Gunelson
PAHS Junior

CONSTRUCT — 5th grade team consisting of Jasmyn Guldin, 
Tayla Jones, Briana Crawley and Gwen Biddle, left to right, 
shows off their building at the regional K’Nex tournament. “I 
would say it was inspiring to see everyone there and working 
as hard as they were,” Biddle said. “It was fun.”

Photo courteSy of MS. aShley ShaPPell
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Junior Patrick Moran wins Shakespeare competition

Putting himself out 
there, stepping out of 

all comfort zones, junior 
Patrick Moran portrayed 
the porter, the drunk 
and messy but secretly 
wise gatekeeper of hell, 
from Macbeth and also 
prepared Shakespeare’s 
Sonnet 23.
 “I could mold it into 
something that’s never 
been tried before. That’s 
what I think gave me the 
edge to win,” Moran said. 
“I portrayed the Porter as 
someone who is per-
sonifying his sins as the 
miscellaneous charac-
ters he is talking to. It is 
traditionally played as a 
bumbling drunk.”
 Just like the first novel 
one reads impacts his fu-
ture decisions and moral 
inclinations, one’s first 
Shakespeare play holds 
an equal power. Macbeth 

was the first Shakespear-
ean play Moran read in 
its entirety.
 “I saw deeper things 
in it and I wanted to see 
what I could experiment 
with,” Moran said.
 Moran was the 2016 
ESU Central Pennsylva-
nia Branch Shakespeare 
winner when he compet-
ed February 13 at Lock 
Haven University, which 
allowed him to advance 
to the national competi-
tion in New York City.
 “In regards to winning, 
it was so surreal; hearing 
my name called was 
such a rush of emotions,” 
Moran said.
 He competed May 2 
in New York, and he had 
Mrs. Maria Malek, Drama 
Club adviser, by his side 
coaching him.
 “I will be in New York 
from Saturday to Tues-
day, traffic permitting,” 
Moran said.
 He gathered tips from 

senior Arrianna Daniels, 
last year’s winner, on how 
to view the competition, 
the performance and the 
experience overall.
 “I told him to close his 
eyes and pretend like 
he is in the classroom,” 
Daniels said. “Every 
Shakespearean student 
bouncing through NYC 
becomes a family.”
 Moran says his suc-
cess would not have 
been possible without a 
few key people helping 
him along the way.
 “The best part [of the 
win] was looking into the 
audience and seeing 
the ecstatic expres-
sions of Malek, Babcock 
and [Daniels].  As far 
as working on it, I have 
to thank the scariest 
Russian I know (also the 
only Russian I know), 
Sasha Moscovit,” Moran 
said. “I also should thank 
Arrianna Daniels, Mrs. 
Malek, Mrs. Babcock and 

By: Alexa Biddle
PAHS Junior

Photo By Becky Staller

Photo By Becky Staller

AMAZE — Enjoying the awestruck faces of her second grad-
ers, Mrs. Tara Hess, second grade teacher, holds a container 
of “Seuss Juice,” orange juice dyed green with lots of food 
coloring, and asks students what they think it will taste like. 
The Seuss Juice exercise was part of a day-long celebration 
recognizing Read Across America day and Dr. Seuss’s birthday. 
“The kids were taught that first impressions may not always 
be what they seem,” Mrs. Hess said.

PERFORM — Enjoying his time on stage as Lord Farquaad in 
the Drama Club’s Shrek the Musical,  junior Patrick Moran uses 
every opportunity to make his character different from the way 
it was originally scripted, just like the Porter monologue he 
used in the Shakespeare competition.

Mr. Smink for their sup-
port and feedback while I 
worked on it.”
 Mrs. Moscovit helps 
PAHS Drama Club mem-
bers transition into being 
comfortable on stage 
when they are freshmen 
and continues to support 

the members through 
their senior years, offer-
ing constructive criticism.
 “Patrick Moran is in for 
a wild roller coaster ride 
and I wish him the very 
best,” Daniels said. “I 
know he’ll make the most 
of it.”

JSC celebrates Dr. Seuss’s birthday with activities
By: Jared Williard

PAHS Sophomore

You have brains in 
your head, you have 

feet in your shoes, you 
can steer in any direc-
tion you choose,” a line 
within Dr. Seuss’ Oh, The 
Places You’ll Go reads. 
 March 2, elementary 
school students did an 
assortment of activities to 
celebrate Dr. Seuss’ birth-
day and national Read 
Across America (RAA) 
day.
 Many teachers did spe-
cial activities with their 
students.
 Mrs. Tara Hess, sec-
ond grade teacher, had 
activities centered around 
Green Eggs and Ham 
including a reading of it 
with her students and an 
interactive experiment 
with “Seuss Juice.” 
 Seuss Juice consisted 
of two drinks, a blue and 
a green one. 
 The green juice was 

simply orange juice dyed 
with green food coloring 
whereas the blue juice 
was salt water with blue 
food coloring in; the drink 
was supposedly to look 
like blue Kool-Aid.
 The lesson in the 
activity was to not judge 
too quickly because first 
impressions may not be 
what they always seem 
to be.
 Mrs. Judith DiObilda 
brought in two officers to 
read Officer Buckle and 
Gloria, a story about an 
officer and his dog fight-
ing crime but the dog is 
the real star of the show.
 “The kids asked ques-
tions afterwards about 
the story,” Mrs. DiObilda 
said, “but also about what 
it is like to be a police 
officer.” 
 Mrs. Cristy Clemson 
had her students create 
figurative language Dr. 
Seuss hats.
 Each part of the hat 
had a different part of 

figurative language, 
ranging from simile to 
hyperbole. 
 “It was fun making 
the hats,” fourth grader 
Tabitha Rauch said. “I 
learned what a simile and 
personification was.”
 Mrs. Regina Freiler 
teamed up with Miss 
Susan Ebling for a collab-
orative learning lesson. 
There were four different 
stations located around 
the room. 
 One was an interac-
tive Scholastic magazine 
shown on a SmartBoard 
screen that Miss Ebling 
helped students with. 
 Celebrating Read 
Across America day 
along with Dr. Seuss’s 
birthday has long been 
a tradition in John S. 
Clarke.
 Read Across America 
Day and Dr. Seuss’ birth-
day being on the same 
day is a perfect way to 
honor the author of so 
many well-known books.

 Read Across America 
day is sponsored by the 
National Education As-
sociation (NEA).
 The NEA embarked 
on a six-city road trip, 
from Texas to Georgia, 
celebrating RAA day by 

promoting literacy among 
young students in school. 
 The trip was highlight-
ed by visits from the Cat 
in the Hat, Thing 1 and 
Thing 2. The trip started 
February 26 and ended 
March 4.
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 He made it to the third 
round in fifth grade and 
to the seventh round in 
sixth. 
 “The best advice Ms. 
Durkin gave me was to 
take my time and sound 
each sound out in a 
word, and making sure I 
was speaking clearly was 
important when in front of 
the judges. To prepare, 
I studied root words and 
mnemonics [devices in-
tended to assist memo-
ry]. Flashcards helped 
with that,” Montgomery 
said. 
 Students under 16 
and from grades 5-8 can 
participate in the Spelling 
Bee. Practice starts in 
November for the Bee in 
March.
 Students who wish 
to join receive a list of 
practice words in October 
and take three separate 
tests on them, receiving 
a longer list each time, 
and the seven students 
with the highest scores 

are accepted. Mrs. Karen 
Durkin trains the ac-
cepted students for the 
Spelling Bee.
 Mrs. Durkin has been 
training students at 
Pottsville for 12 years. 
She participated in the 
Bee as a student and 
trained as a parent. Her 
daughter, Alanna Durkin, 
won the Regional Bee 
in 2004 and was the last 
Pottsville student to win 
Regionals until Montgom-
ery. 
 “I’m really proud of 
Jake. He’s a very good 
student and has improved 
a lot over the years. I’m 
glad that he’s getting 
publicity for this,” Mrs. 
Durkin said. “His victory 
has definitely inspired 
the other students on the 
Pottsville team.” 
 The Scripps National 
Spelling Bee is the lon-
gest running non-profit 
educational promotion in 
the nation. It takes tens 
of thousands of students 

from each participating 
state and is held in 11 
countries including the 
U.S.
 The Scripps National 
Spelling Bee is spon-
sored by Kindle and 
Merriam-Webster who 
offer the students study 
materials to aid them in 
their studying. 
 “It was more stressful 
this year because I had 
a lot of homework and 
weekly assignments to 
do on top of studying 
the words,” Montgomery 
said. “It was overwhelm-
ing, but I cut down on 
the work that I put into 
the assignments, which 
allowed more studying 
time. Sometimes the work 
would take me past mid-
night to complete. I began 
studying for the Bee in 
school, as well.”
 Montgomery has 
received study lists and 
performance guides from 
the Scripps National 
Spelling Bee via email to 

prepare for the competi-
tion.
 “Jake would have been 
happy to get close. He 
was motivated to win 
and pushed himself with 
studying,” Mrs. Beth 
Montgomery, Jake’s 
mother, said. “I was will-
ing to do anything I could 
to make him happy. We 
studied every night, and 
we’re doing even more 
studying to help him pre-
pare for Nationals.”
 Montgomery will 
participate in the Scripps 
National Spelling Bee 
May 25 in Washington, 
D.C., on an all-expenses-
paid trip. Montgomery 
also received $100, a 
Webster’s Dictionary, a 
Valerie’s Spelling Bee 
supplement, a Kindle Fire 
10 Tablet and a fire truck 
parade in his honor. 
 “It doesn’t matter if I 
win or not, but if I do, I’ll 
want to advance more at 
nationals,” Montgomery 
said. 

Liberalism, as de-
fined by Merriam-

Webster, is the belief in 
the value of social and 
political change in order 
to achieve progress, 
though it meant some-
thing quite different to 
a Pottsville seventh 
grader: victory. 
 Forty-two students 
from 15 schools par-
ticipated in the Regional 
Bee held at Blue Moun-
tain High School. 
 Six competitors par-
ticipated from Pottsville, 
with seventh graders 
Samuel Ulrich and Jake 
Montgomery going back 
and forth in the last 
round until Montgomery 
won by correctly spelling 
“liberalism.”
 Montgomery has been 
training for the Bee for 
three years and partici-
pated at Regionals each 
year.

Seventh grader Jake Montgomery wins Regional Bee

door sold for $10. Before 
opening night, the Drama 
Club made approximately 
$5,000 in pre-ticket sales. 
When the last show came 
to a close, the club in 
total made approximately 
$14,000.
 In early December, 
Shrek the Musical was 
announced to the Drama 
Club as being this year’s 
spring performance. 
Being that Shrek the 
Musical has an entirely 
different and upbeat feel 
compared to last year’s 
Les Misérables, the 
Drama Club members 
needed to transform 
themselves from heart-
broken members of the 
French Revolution into 
freaks and fairies in 
Shrek’s swamp.
 “I love characters 
with high energy and 
personality shifts,” 
senior Arrianna Daniels 
(Donkey) said. “I mean, 
Gavroche [my character 
in Les Misérables] was a 

thrill in and of itself with 
many tears shed, but this 
year was so much more 
physically demanding. 
I have so many bruises 
throughout my limbs that I 
can’t place a story behind 
each one. I’m not sore in 
the slightest, just decked 
out in battle scars. I was 
struggling at first when 
I was told I couldn’t use 
my fingers to perform. I 
find it weird and restrict-
ing to act with shoes, so 
Donkey was a character 
entirely of socks. So 
many mishaps on stage 
were covered up with 
laughter. I can’t explain it 
well enough.”
 Different from previous 
years, the Drama Club 
had a large split cast in 
which half of the cast 
performed major roles in 
the evening shows while 
the other half performed 
major roles in the matinee 
shows. Due to such a 
large and talented group 
of members in the club, 

Mrs. Maria Malek, Drama 
Club adviser, made 
the decision to split the 
shows into two separate 
casts.
 For both casts to get 
adequate rehearsal 
time, the Drama Club 
rehearsed several scenes 
with one cast and then 
repeated the scenes 
with the other cast. This 
allowed evening cast 
members to coordinate 
with their matinee coun-
terparts to improve each 
other’s roles.  
 “Sharing the character 
of Lord Farquaad with Pat 
Moran was an interesting 
experience,” senior Taylor 
Brigade (Lord Farquaad) 
said. “We had two very 
different perceptions on 
the character as well as 
equally different ways 
to present him. We both 
helped each other make 
each of our character rep-
resentations as dynamic 
as possible because 
Lord Farquaad is such a 

dynamic character.”
 After three days filled 
with four performances 
of Shrek the Musical, 
another spring produc-
tion is in the books for the 
Drama Club. Now that 
the production is over, the 
cast can give a sigh of re-
lief as the long rehearsals 
and strained vocal chords 
are finally put to rest. 
 “For the first time in 
four years, I was a mem-
ber of the audience rather 
than a piece of the cast 
on stage,” Taylor O’Brien, 
2015 PAHS graduate, 
said. “I like to call the cast 
the ‘forever-evolving fam-
ily’ because that’s exactly 
what it is. Students are 
forever coming and go-
ing. Seniors graduate, 
and for freshmen, their 
journeys have only just 
begun. After seeing Shrek 
the Musical, I couldn’t be 
more proud of the theater 
program I came from, 
one we should all feel 
very luck to have.”

Let your freak flag 
wave, let your freak 

flag fly! Never take it 
down, never take it down, 
raise it way up high!”
 These lyrics echoed 
from the Robert W. 
Wachter Auditorium dur-
ing the weekend of March 
18-20 as the PAHS 
Drama Club performed 
its rendition of Shrek 
the Musical. From the 
beginning of January up 
until show time, the club 
rehearsed frequently after 
school and on weekends, 
and with one rehearsal 
even lasting eight hours, 
club members dedicated 
much time to make the 
show a success.
 Shows were performed 
Friday and Saturday 
evening at 7:30 p.m. and 
Saturday and Sunday 
afternoon at 2 p.m. Ad-
vance tickets were sold to 
the public at a discounted 
price with all tickets at the 

The Drama Club performs Shrek the Musical  in March
By: Paige Fellows

PAHS Senior

By: DeAnna Stevenson
PAHS Sophomore
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PASD Calendar
May
9-15 – AP Exam Week 
Two
9-15 – National 
Children’s Book Week 
17 – 7th/8th grade 
choirs spring concert at 
Lengel - 7 p.m.
19 – PAHS Stage Band 
concert - 7:30 p.m.
20 – PASD Art Show 
6-9 p.m. at JSC
21 – Lengel 8th grade 
farewell dance, 6-10 
p.m.
24 – Fourth grade family 
game night at Lengel 
auditorium - 7 p.m.
25 – 8th grade talent 

show at Lengel 
auditorium - 7 p.m.
29 – Tentative 
Baccalaureate
31 – Tentative PAHS 
honors graduate 
program - 6 p.m.

June
1 – JSC fun day
2 – Tentative last 
day of school and 
commencement
2 – Report cards 
distributed at JSC; 
middle school and high 
school report cards will 
be mailed
4 – SAT test at Pottsville

PASD Phone Numbers
JSC Elementary 
Center: (570) 621-2947
D.H.H. Lengel Middle 
School: (570) 621-2924
PAHS: (570) 621-2962
Academic Center:    
(570) 621-2900
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